


























Anthuriums are some of the most dramatic and 
striking flowers that one can use in arrangements in 
the house, especially in the drawing or sitting room 
where they are sure to draw the attention of the 
visitors and invariably become the focal point of 
conversation. 

Anthurium is a tropical plant having showy 
spathe, long vase life, bold effect and attractive 
myriad colours grown for cut flower. Anthurium 
andre anum belongs to the family of Araccac. Its 
name is derived from the Greek word anthos-flower 
referring to the spathe and aura referring to the 
sapdix-tail. It has mainly two important species-an 
anthurium andre anum commonly known as the 
Painter 's palette which is commercial anthurium and 
anthurium schezeriam known as the Flamingo flower. 

An evergreen plant of up to 45 cm with many 
tough, deep green, oblong cordate leaves on long 
green stems and waxy palette shaped flower spathes 
each with a protruding white or coloured spadix. 

In anthurium, the flower is actually an 
inflorescence called 'spadix' with a slender floral axis 
and bearing a large number of small sessile flower. It 
is covered by a modified leaf or bract which is often 
ornamental and bright coloured called the "spathe". 

The spathe is the most attractive part ofthe floral 
type of anthuriums. Spathe colour varies from white, 
pink, coral orange, brown, red crimson to deep 
maroon. Some varieties have spathes of two to three 
colours or may produce doubled coloured spathes 
called obkai type. 

The ideal anthurium spadix with a high market 
value has a long straight stalk with a firm neck 
holding the spadix up above the leafy canopy, large 
heart shaped spathe with symmetrical halves, shallow 
and deep blisters and overlapping basal lobes, short 
candle curling towards the top of the spathe and held 
at an angle of less than 45 degrees. 

The anthurium's bold effect and myriad colours 
has at a glance captivated everyone's eyes who pass 
by it. Introduced recently, this exotic flower has 
redefmed the charm and beauty of floral arrangement 
in any social function and other celebration of 
different occasions by making its presence felt. The 
credit for its popularity goes to the success ofthe pilot 
project at the Centre of Excellence for anthurium at 
Samgong, Willi amn agar. The success lies in the fact 
that from an area of 4000m2 which houses about 40, 
000 number of plants cultivated using the state of art 
technology produces 800 flowers daily and 
throughout the year. But at the moment 600 to 650 cut 
flowers are harvested daily. The cut flowers meet the 
standard parameters and are being exported to 
England and Dubai besides being absorbed in the 
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metropolitan cities like Delhi and Kolkatta. The 
planting materials of the anthurium flower comprises 
of 8 varieties viz Tropical, Sirion, Calore, Sunglow, 
Rosa, Nexia, Savia, President. These planting materi­
als were imported from Anthura company based in 
Holland. The cut flowers are graded and packed 
according to size like Jumbo, Extra large, Large, 
Medium, Small, Mini, Peewee. 

The success of the pilot project gives enough 
confidence to translate it in the farmers field. 
Therefore, the area expansion for the year 2005 -
2006 was taken up in and around Williamnagar only. 

In the farmers ' field the varieties comprise of 
Esmeralda, Chichas, Flame, Salasaga, Emperoe, 
Ivory, Splendid, Ceasar, Monroe, Grace, Benocito 
imported from Florist Holland. The other varieties 
such as New White, Samantha, Joy, Laurentien and 
New Green imported from Avo Plants based in 
Holland. 

Apart from the plants seedlings fanners are also 
supplied with other components like Cocopeat, shade 
net drip irrigation, PP chemicals, fertilizer, etc. The 
required resources and resource services are extended 
to the farmers. 
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LAPTOPS FOR BOARD EXAM TOPPERS 

With a view to encourage meritorious students and also 
to ignite a healthy spiritof competition among students in the 
State, the State Information Technology Department 
felicitated 96 toppers of SSLC, HSSLC, ICSE and CBSE 
examinations ina function held attheSoso ThamAuditorium 
on July 7,08. Meghalaya Chief Minister Dr. Donkupar Roy 
attended the function as the Chief Guest while Higher and 
Technical Education Minister Mr. Manas Choudhury was the 
Guest of Honour.Also present on the occasion were Deputy 
Chief Minister, Mr. Hopping Stone Lyngdoh, Power Minister 
Mr. Conrad Sangma, Meghalaya Chief Secretary, Mr. Ranjan 
Cahtterjee and Parliamentary Secretaries Mrs. Ampareen 
Lyngdoh and Mr. James Sangma. 

Laptops were awarded to the meritorious students 
including seven students who scored cent per cent marks in 
Maths,Science,and Com puter Applications. Forthe fi rsttime, 
a special award was constituted acknowledging the 

differently abled wherein Gregory Pyngrope,whograduated 
from San Mer Secondary School Upper Shillong, was also 
facilitated. Inflicted by polio, Gregory who secured a first 
division with distinction in five subjects accepted the award 
from the Chief Ministerwhile being carried by a friend on the 
back. 

While addressing the gathering. Dr. Donkupar Roy, 

cautioned the achievers never to be complacent as topping 
the examination was only the beginning and not the end of 
the road.Stating that many challenges and competitions will 
be faced by them in the future, Dr Roy urged upon the stu­
dents to work hard with stronger determination and 
commitment. Further he rued the absence of students from 
the State studying at the Rajiv Gandhi Indian Institute of 
Management, Shillong. 

Adding his thoughts,Mr.Manas Choud hurisaid excelling 
in studies should not be the sole aim of the students. "You 
need to be good citizens as well", he told the young minds 
while reminding them of their responsibilities towards the 
state and the Nation as a whole. 

It maybe mentioned that this is the second time that the 
government has awarded meritorious students. 

STATE TO BE CONNECTED BY RAILHEAD 

The Union Railway Minister of State, Mr. R. Velu during 
his visit to the State informed that Meghalaya together with 
other states of the North East will soon get railhead 
connectivity. Addressing a news conference, Mr. R Velu said 
that two major Railway projects have been sanctioned for 
Meghalaya ,the Azara Byrnihat and Dudnoi Mendipathar 
railway lines,which he hope will be operational by 2012. 
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The construction of the proposed 25 Km railway line from 
Azara Assam to Byrnihat Ri Bhoi was expected to start in 
November this year. The railway will cover 12 km in Megh­
alaya and 13 km in Assam. The total cost of the project is Rs 
200 crore. 

The Union Minister also said that work on the 86 crore 
project for the 20 km railway line from Dudnoi, Assam to 
Mendipathar, Garo Hills will likely start in early November, He 

further said the proposed Byrnihat Shillong railway line pro­
jectwould require huge funds as itwould cover a huge terrain. 

FIRST 11M OF THE NORTHEAST INAUGRATED 
The long-awaited Rajiv Gandhi Indian Institute of 

Management (RGIIM) was inaugurated by the Chief Minister 
Dr. Donkupar Roy on July 4,08, kick starting its first academic 
session from its temporary campus at Mayur Bhanj,Shiliong. 
RGIIM, the seventh in the country and the first in the North 
- East, formally starts the first class for PGDBM students 
on July 5, 08. Sixty four students out of 136 who appeared 
for the CAT examination qualified to enter the Rajiv Gandhi 
Indian Institute of Management located at Mayur Bhanj, 
Shillong. 

Out of the 64, there are only ten girl students. They are 
an eclectic group coming mainlyfrom the metros of Chennai, 
Delhi, Bangalore and Lucknow. Only three students from the 

North East could make it to the prestigious institute. All three 
are from Guwahati. 

Speaking at the inaugural function, Chief Minister Dr. 
Donkupar Roy said the Shillong 11M would make valuable 
contribution towards the growth of careers of local students 
as well as the development of the State. 

He also hoped that the institute would promote work 
culture and reading habit among people of Meghalaya and 
improve managerial skillsof State bureaucrats through short 
term courses in the 11M. 

"Theworkculture here is well belowthe desired standard 
and people have no reading habit. Hopefully, the 11M would 
bring some transformation in these areas", Dr. Roy said. 

He felt that RGIIM would bolster the image of Shillong 
as a premier centre of higher education in the North East. 

"The State Government has a dream to make Shillong 
the educational hub of the region. This will be possible only 
if people come forward to set up different institutions in the 

city", he sa id. 
The Chief Minister said the government was also 

encouraging private investors to come and invest in the field 
of education in the state. 

"11M is a brand name and I am hopeful that 11M, Shillong 
would be able to retain this brand enquiry", Dr. Roy said. 

Referring to the fact that the first batch of students for 



the PG programme in the institute did not include any from 

the State, he said, "I am confident that the first batch of 
students of this prestigious institution would serve as role 
models for local stud ents, besid es infusing a sense of enthu­

siasm among them to become part of the 11M in the near 
future" . 

Addressing the first batch of students, he said, "You will 
be the most remembered batch and the reputation of this 
institute depends on how you perform". 

Dr. Roy observed that inauguration of RGIIM was a 
dream come true for Meghalaya as it had taken years for 
the govern ment to convi nce the Centre to set up the institute 
in the State. 

According to the Chief Minister, the State Government 
has allotted 50 acres of land for construction of permanent 
campus of RGIIM in New Shillong. The government is also 
ready to provide more land if the institute requires it in the 

• 

coming years. 
Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister TK Nair, who 

also participated in the function, said in the 11 th Five - Year 
Plan the Centre had quadruped the amount allocated for 
education. 

"The lion's share of money is being allocated for higher 
education. Out of the total amount allocated for higher 
education, there will be huge outflow towards setting up of 

eight new Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and seven 
new Indian Institutes of management (IIMS), including one 
in Shillong, in various parts of the country", Mr Nair said. 

He said the 11M, Shillong is a new beginning for the 
northeastern region which is actually claiming its legitimate 
due. The Government of I ndia is trying to reach out to remote 
corners of the country to provide institutes of academic 

excellence, he said. 
Referringtothe uneven spread of educational institutes 

of excellence in the country, Mr. Nair emphasized the need 
for more such institutes in different regions to unlock the 
human resource potential and contribute the true em­
ancipation of the human mind. 

He also pointed out that an integrated national 
knowledge network for pooling of knowledge resources, 
promoting collaborative research and sharing of best 
practices which would be connected by digital broadband, 
would soon be in place. 

Shillong II M Director Prof. Ashoke K Dutta said though 
no local student had made it to the institute this time, he was 
confident that all the students of the first batch would act as 
ambassadors of Meghalaya and project the State to the 
global marketplace once they left RGIIM. Head Strong Inc, 
USA chairman Arjun Malhotra and 11M, Shillong Board of 
Governors chairman R.N Dutta also spoke at the function. 
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On the occasion, the students took their oath to "avoid 
unethical shortcuts and unfair means even when faced with 
high degree of competition". The students vowed to pru­
dently use all resources, to follow the rules in force and not 
to collude with forces inimical to the growth of the institute. 

Pioneer of the IT Industry, Arjun Malhotra who flew in 
from San Hosea read from Tagore's poem "Where the Mind 
is Without Fear" expounding each line as a morale booster 

for the students. After you have earned your spurs "Go out 
and change the world", he urged them. 

EDUCATION MINISTER INAUGURATES 

EDUSAT NETWORK 

Education in the State was given a huge fillip with the 
launch of EDUSAT Network, by the Minister of Higher and 
Technical Education, Mr. Manas Chaudhuri on June 30,08. 
An Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) initiative,the 
EDUSAT Network was launched in coordination with North 

Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC), Umiam. 
Meghalaya is the second state in the Northeast after 

Tripura to achieve this technological feat in the filed of distant 
education. Under the EDUSAT Network, the Education 
Department hopes to improve the method of teaching and 
learning at different levels of education with 50 interactive 
terminal satellites. The EDUSAT Network with the Main Hub 
located atthe Head Office of DERT,Shillong is connected via 
Satellite Interactive Terminals set up in 7 District Institutes of 
Educational Training, 3 Polytechnics,4 Colleges of Teacher 
Education and 36 schools spread all overthe State. The new 
facility is also aimed at bridging the gap between teaching and 
student communities for quality education in rural and urban 
areas of Meghalaya. 

Speaking on the occasion as the Chief Guest, Mr. 
Chaudhuri said that the EDUSAT Network would be an 
effective channel in disseminating education and 
supplementing the training and learning process by reaching 

out to the learners through Satellite Interactive Terminals 
(SITs). With the help of this Satellite connectivity it would 
facilitate teaching and learningat differentlevelsof education 
in the State and bridging the educational gap, he added. 

Mr. Chaudhuri also hoped that the system will act as an 
i nstru me nt in social change by altering the hu man perspective 
and transforming the traditional mindset of the teacher and 
student in particular and the community at large. 

Minister appealed to all the teachers and the students 
to take advantage of the opportunity so as to derive maximum 
benefit and raise the standard of education in the State and 
make Meghalaya a model State in the field of Education. He 
also spelled out the plan and programmes of the Education 
Department to be implemented in the times to come. 



Mrs Ampareen Lyngdoh, Parliamentary Secretary, 

Elementary and Mass Education while addressing the 
gathering said that, with the launching of EDUSAT Network 
Meghalaya has become at par with the rest of the nation and 
joined the global village in the field of education. She also 
hoped this system will sustain, grow and be acceptable to 
the people of the State. She stressed on the importance to 
ensure continuity and sustainability of the system for the 
benefit of the people at large and improve the quality of 
education with greater coverage and scope to retain more 
students in schools. 

Parliamentary Secretary, Higher and Technical 
Education Mr. James K. Sangma in his speech said that 
technology touches and transform our daily life and with the 
launchingof EDUSATNetwork,itwill acceleratethe process 
of ed ucation and thatthe teachers and students from 
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different parts of the State will be able to learn and interact 
via Satellite. 

Earlier, Mr. Manas Chaudhuri inaugurated the EDUSAT 
Hub followed by live interaction between the Minister, 
Parliamentary Secretaries and Officials from the Education 
Department with teachers and students from different SITs 
across the State while Mrs.Ampareen Lyngdoh inaugurated 
the new DERT Guest House located at the DERT premises, 

Shillong. 
Among others who spoke on the occasion were Dr. P P 

NageshwarRao,Director,NESAC,Umiam,Dr. K.S.Dasgupta, 
Director, DECU, ISRO, Ahmedabad. 

Mr. L. Roy, lAS, Commissioner and Secretary, Education 
Department delivered the welcome address and Smt. L. R. 
Sangma, lAS, Director Educational Research and Training 
proposed the vote of thanks. 
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