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This is the fifth issue of the Megholaya Chronicle which isbeing published with a view
to showcase the happenings in and outside the State of Megholoya, achievements of
various departments and success stories of selected youth under the feature Personality
Profile,

In this issue, the highlights are on the Republic Day 2005 being celebrated all ove
the State, the facets of the Meghalaya Day Celebrations, a write-up on the now famo®s
== strawberry fruit, an article on the museums in Shillong. besides various other events.

===~ The Directorate of Information & Public Relations (DIPR) participates in venous tairs
and exhibitions and thisyear, intandem withthe Department of Industries, took part in the
North East Trade Expo at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, between 11th to 14th March, 2005,
bagging the second prize for the Best Display and Decoration, a special
commendation for the Most Commercial Promising Product for the Sponge Gourd
or Sohprew. The Directorate of Information & Public Relations also fieided a tableau at the
s Republic Day ceremony held at Rajpath, New Delhi on the 26th January, 2005.
This year's tableau depicted the colourful Behdienkhlam dance of the Jcintics,
D..LP.R.was also awarded the first prize at the 6th International Shillong Trade Fair held
between the 16th and 27th March, 2005.

The Directorate of Information & Public Relations has brought out numerous
publications in the past and amongst them, the monographs are highly popular and a
delight to read. The past volumes have been - land and People, Flora and Fauna,
Places of Interest, The Cultural Pride of Meghalaya - Dances and Festivals, Dwellers of
the High Hills - The Khasis of Meghalaya, The Pristine Culture & Society of the Garos of

Megha/aya. The latest monograph is entitled The Enchanting life & Culture of the
Jaln/ias of Meghalaya which is currently under print. More are on the anvil. —T
In collaboration with the Children's Film Society of India, the Directorate of

Information & Public Relations also hosted the Children's Film Festival between the 5th
{ and Bth April 2005 at the cinema halls at Shillong, Jowai, Lad Rymbai and Byrnihat. This

Directorate is also actively implementing the Special Interactive Programme (SIP)
whereby various departments in the remote areas can sensitize the people about
A diff h d j b f i ksh
tfferent schemes and projects by way of seminars, workshops, group &g
discussions, display and distribution of postersand pamphlets, cultural programs et 01

The Directorate of Information & Public Relations isalso undertaking on ambitious see=—*
modernisation programme for upgrading it's technical equipmenfs, vehicles,
computers and exhibits.

We hope this issue of MeghaJdaya Chronicle will be informative, interesting and
impressive. Ideas for improvements are welcome, especially articles, write ups, success ,._|.J

stories and good quality photographs.

Till next time, happy reading. %‘
(Aldous’Mawlong)

Director, Information and Public Relations
Meghalaya, Shillong.




Strawberry (Fragaria < ananassa), a member
of the rose family, is one of the few fruits with an almost
universal appeal. Deep red, heart shaped and
luscious, the glossy red berries attract even the most
jaded of eyes.

In India the commercial cultivation of
strawberries is relatively recent and even though no
official records have been found that detail the
introduction of strawberries into the country, it would
seem that the British settlers introduced the Chandler
variety of strawberry into India. However the
disadvantage of this variety was that even though the
fruits were sweet, they were soft and could not tolerate
handling.

In Meghalaya interest in the fruit was kindled
with the introduction of the Chandler variety as well as
the discovery that a wild strawberry known locally as
Sohshan grew in the hills of the East and West Khasi
Hills with sweet but small fruits. However the small size
and difficulty with which an appreciable quantity of the
fruit could be harvested, precluded any attempts to
commercialize the crop and interest in the fruit
dwindled. It was only in the last couple of years that
interest in the fruit was rekindled through a group of
enterprising farmers in Ri Bhoi District, who made the
effort to procure improved Israeli varieties of the fruit
from friends in other states and started growing and
multiplying it in their home gardens. Discovering that
there existed a good local market for their produce,
the farmers started to increase the area under the
crop but were limited by the lack of technical know
how, inferior varieties and non availability of inputs.

Strawberries and the Technology Mission:

In 2001 the Government of India, through the
Ministry of Agriculture launched the Technology Mission
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for the Integrated Development of Horticulture in the
North Eastern States with a view to establish a
convergence and synergy amongst various ongoing
governmental programmes in the field of horticulture
development so as to achieve horizontal and vertical
integration of these programmes to ensure adequate,
appropriate, timely and concurrent attention to all the
links in the production, post harvest management and
consumption chain, maximize economic, ecological and
social benefits from the existing investments and
infrastructure created for horticulture development. In
short to provide the missing links in ongoing horticulture
development projects by integrating the existing
schemes of the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation, Government of India and by focusing the
existing pattern of assistance provided through the
scheme on horticulture.

Against this backdrop and with the advent and
implementation of the Technology Mission (TM), in
Meghalaya in 2001, major positive changes began
taking place in the horticulture sector in the state.
Investments made in this sector began to slowly but
surely revitalize the horticulture scenario and farmers
as well as development personnel were infused with a
renewed sense of purpose and zeal. Taking advantage
of the scheme, the agro climatic conditions prevailing
in the district and observing the potential of strawberry
as a commercial crop and a prospective source of
revenue for the state as well as the farmers of the
district, the office of the District Horticulture Officer, Ri
Bhoi District, started limited field trials of the fruit, in its
departmental farm located at Dewlieh, Umsning in Ri
Bhoi District during the month of November 2003 with
a University of Florida release called Sweet Charlie
with the express objective of providing a Low Volume
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Hi value Short Duration crop that could serve as an
economically viable alternative to the traditional crops
of the state. The trial was conducted in an area of
497.9 sg.m and with a plant population of 1500 plants.
Initial results of the trial with this variety under mulching
showed it to be highly promising in terms of yield,
quality and size of the fruit as well as suitability to the
local agro climatic conditions with a yield of 1500 kgs
from the trial area. The size was exceptional as well
as the sweetness of the fruit. In fact it has been
acknowledged by growers from other parts of India
that the fruit may be one of the best in the country in
terms of size and quality.

Observing the results and seeing the
encouraging response of the local market to this crop,
it was decided to go in for cultivation on a larger scale
as well as explore the markets outside the region.
Accordingly samples of the fruit were sent to various
destinations like Guwahati, Kolkatta and were also
showcased at the North East Expo 2004 held in Delhi
in the month of March where Meghalaya bagged the
award for the “Most Commercially Promising Product
Range”, a fact that is no less an endorsement of the
tremendous potential of Meghalaya in today’s’ market,
but is also an acknowledgement of the potential of
strawberries. Results of the test marketing also
indicated that Meghalaya strawberries were able to
command a higher price in the market than varieties
from other states. This result coupled with the fact that
Meghalaya has the potential to produce strawberries
even during off -season, has prompted the Department
to consider the possibilities of large-scale commercial
cultivation of the fruit. Accordingly, the office of the
District Horticulture Officer, Ri Bhoi District, Nongpoh,
through the Directorate of Horticulture, Department
of Agriculture, Meghalaya, formulated a project on the
cultivation of strawberries in Ri Bhoi District of the state,
in a holistic C2C mission mode project approach
(wherein emphasizes is laid on the total integration of
all aspects of horticulture production right from pre
planting, planting, plant management, disease and
pest management, post harvest management,
transportation, storage, processing and marketing)

with a budget of Rupees 169.41 lakhs and covering
an area of 2 hectares under the aegis of the
Technology Mission for the Integrated Development
of Horticulture in the North Eastern Region.

The Project Report was placed before the State
Level Steering Committee in the month of May 2004
and after obtaining the approval of the Steering
Committee, was forwarded to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of India, which approved the
project. The first release of funds was received in the
month of August 2004 after which the project was
started.

In view of the above concept, provision was
made in the project for the creation of a 1-hectare
Holistic Center of Excellence for strawberries in the
Dewlieh Horticulture Farm, Umsning, as a model and

History of Strawberry

Throughout history, strawberries have
been cultivated, nurtured and relished by the
royal families of Europe, most notably King
Charles V, who adormed his Parisian gardens
at the Louvre wirth 1200 stranberry plants in
1368. Honever it was King Louis XIV and one
of his gardeners, Jean de la Quintinie, who
took Up serious adltivation of this cgptivating
frurtat the Palace of \ersailles. KigLauisXIV’s
gardener made the first detailed account in
1667 of how to develop larger berries, hov to
prepare the soill and how to manage the plant.

Present day commercial stranberries
one their existence to a chance crossing
between two varieties, Fragaria virginiana
and Fragaria chiloensis, when a French naval
engineer named Anedee FranAois Frezier
brought same plants from Chille in 1712 while
on a mapping expedition and grew them in
Brittany. The plants grew well but did not
produce berries until soreone later planted
a Virginia strawberry brought from North
Arerica in the 1600”s next to them. Awhole
new variety developed from this crossing ad
horticulturists named the new offspring
Fragaria x ananassa which over a course of
time had given rise to all the cultivated
varieties throughaut the world.
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1-hectare under cluster area expansion in the farmers’

fields, both for which the work is already in progress.
The model center that has been set up will not only be
a one-stop solution and cater to all the needs of
strawberry growers in the district but serve as a
catalytic demonstration of improved methods of
cultivation, management, marketing and processing
of the crop and also act as a repository of all possible
technological information related to the fruit such that
farmers need not look anywhere else for assistance.
Further-more the Center will also initiate the
implementation of a PPP (public, private participation)
model for post harvest management and processing
of the fruit such that farmers are able to avail of the
services of both the public as well as the private sector.
Through practical and real world based demonstration,
transfer of technology and knowledge will take place
in the Center such that a mindset change is effected
amongst the growers and impart to them the
confidence required to successfully grow the crop and
improve their quality of life. Initially the Center will act
as a source of inputs for the farmers so that they need
not look elsewhere for their cropping needs and as
area expansion takes place in and around the model

center on a cluster basis, it is anticipated that the
technology will also spread so that the entire
production system can be ultimately handled by the
farmers themselves.

Work on the project started in earnest with the
first release of funds in August 2004 and continued fill
the time of final planting of the plants in December 2004
both for the farm as well as the beneficiaries of the
project. However work on the creation of infrastructure
facilities within the Center of Excellence is still continuing
and is expected to be completed soon.

With such an approach, apart from the obvious
financial and monetary benefits that would accrue not
only to the farmers of the district but also to the
revenue of the state, by its cultivation, strawberry will
be the crop that will act as the catalyst for the
development of commercial horticulture in Meghalaya.
With the support of the Technology Mission, the
demand that the fruit currently enjoys in the market
and the technology transfer and skills that the
cultivation will bring, it can safely be said that the future
of commercial horticulture for Meghalaya in general
and Ri Bhoi in particular, lies in the shape of a small,
lusciously red, heart-shaped strawberry fruit.

District Horticulture Officer, Ri-Bhoi Disitrict Nongpoh

Strawberry Festival held on February 14, 2005 at the All Saint’s Hall, Shillong
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Together with the rest of the Nation, the 56 Republic
Day was celebrated in a befitting manner throughout the
State on January 26, 2005. In the state capital, Shillong,
the Meghalaya Governor, Mr. M. M. Jacob unfurled the
National Flag and took the salute of the 12 marching
contingents, in a well attended ceremony held at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Sports Complex, Polo.

Extending warm greetings and wishes to the people
of the State, Mr. M. M. Jacob while speaking on the
occasion said that during the last 33 years, Meghalaya
has been moving ahead with the rest of the country along
the path of progress and prosperity. Congratulating the
people of the State for showing maturity and wisdom in
maintaining peace and communal harmony, he reiterated
that, “in order to achieve the level of economic growth and
prosperity out of development activities undertaken or seek

"REPUBLICDAY
CELEBRATION

At Tura, West Garo Hills District

The Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. D.D. Lapang hoisted
the National flag and took the Rashtriya salute in the
function held at the Chandmari playground, Tura. The
ceremonial function witnessed an impressive march past
by 6 contingents including the 2" MLP Battalion, Tura
District Executive Force (DEF), NCC Cadets, Scouts and
Guides. Tableaux were also presented by different
Departments on the day. On the occasion, local MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Billykid Sangma handed over
asum of Rs. 75,000/-, which is the proceeds from a concert
by a local band Rough Roads towards the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund for the recent Tsunami hit victims. As part of the
day long celebrations, sports and a cultural show were also
organised. Meanwhile, the Rotary Club of Tura also
distributed food items to hospital patients and inmates of

to take up, peace is very essential’.
Therefore, he called upon the people
of Meghalaya to work in unity and
make the State a land of peace and
prosperity.

While reflecting on the recent
Tsunami disaster, which claimed the
lives of lakhs of people and rendered
thousands homeless, Mr. Jacob
appealed to the people to extend their
helping hands to the cause of relief
and rehabilitation of the affected.

As part of the celebration,

the Leprosy Colony, Tura.

At Nongstoin, West
Khasi Hills District
Meghalaya Deputy Chief
Minister, Dr. Donkupar Roy
unfurled the Tricolour and
took the Rashtriya salute
of the ceremonial parade
taken part by contingents
consisting of police
personnel and school
children from JNV
Nongstoin at St. Peter’s

tableaux were presented by different

playground at Pyndengrei.

government departments, armed forces

and the NCC. Out of the 12 Tableaux presented, the District
Rural Development Agency (DRDA) showcasing the
blacksmiths of Mylliem, one of the successful initiatives
undertaken under the SGSY scheme, bagged the first prize.
The second prize went to the Gorkha Training Centre for
showing the transformation of a simple “Kancha” into a soldier
and the third prize was awarded to the National Cadet Corps.

The marching contingents included the Assam
Regiment, the Eastern Air Command, CRPF, BSF, 1stand
4" MLP Battalion, NCC, Bharat Scouts and Guides and
the District Executive Force.

The other highlights of the day were free cinema show
for children below 14 years of age in local cinema halls and
distribution of gifts and food items to hospital patients,
disabled persons, orphans etc.

In his address, Dr.
Donkupar Roy laid stress on mental development and
attitude building, which he said is the only means to develop
our country in a better way. He also pointed out that peace
and tranquility is vital component for progress of any area.
Therefore, he urged the people to co-operate with the
governmentin every field.

At Williamnagar, East Garo Hills

A large number of people from all walks of life
witnessed the celebration at Rongrenggiri Government
Higher Secondary School playground where Meghalaya
Minister for GAD, Mr. H.D.R. Lyngdoh unfurled the National
flag and took the Rashtriya salute. Besides the marching
contingents, games and sports were also organised for
children. Food items were also distributed to hospitals
patients, jail inmates and destitutes.
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At Nongpoh, Ri Bhoi District

The Meghalaya Minister for Urban Affairs, Mr. Friday
Lyngdoh hoisted the National Flag and took the salute of
the impressive marching contingents in a function held at
the NSCA Mini Stadium, Pahamsyiem. Amidst a large
crowd, tableaux of 16 Government Departments were
presented on the occasion. The 1%t prize for tableau
presentation went to the Soil Conservation Department while
the 2" and 3 prize were bagged Sericulture and Weaving
Department and Education Department respectively. The
best trophy in the march past went to JNV School,
Niangbari. Other highlights of the day were band display
by 4/9 Gorkha Rifles, a Rock Concert featuring Split Image,
Revel Souls and performances by the Officers’ Club.

At Jowai, Jaintia Hills District

Meghalaya Minister for Social Welfare, Mr. M.N.
Mukhim hoisted the National flag and took the salute at
the impressive parade of the Police, Home Guards and
students contingents from different schools of Jowai town.
The function, held at the Jrisaleifi playground, Jowai, also
saw cultural show presentation, flying of hot air balloons
and tableaux presentation of various Government
Departments.

At Baghmara, South Garo Hills District

Meghalaya Minister for PWD, Mr. Brening A. Sangma
unfurled the National flag and took the salute of the 7
marching contingents which included the South Garo Hills
DEF, 3@ MLP Battalion, JNV Scouts and Guides and
Baghmara Scouts and Guides. On the occasion, Mr.
Sangma gave away the Silver and Copper Medals of the
Government of India to Mr. J.D. Sangma, ADC, District
Census Officer, Mr. M.K. Marak, BDO, Baghmara and
Charge Officer, Dr. P.C. Sangma, Supervisor and
enumerators Mr. P. Sangma, Mr. A. Marak, Mr. B.G. Momin
and Mr. S. Sangma in recognition of their outstanding
contribution in the Census Operations 2001. To entertain
the gathering, cultural programme, sports for children and
free cinema shows by the DPRO Baghmara were organised.
The celebration culminated with a get together of all District
officers, staff and people from all walks of life gathered at
the Government Higher Secondary School playground.

At Resubelpara Civil Sub Division

Minister for Mining and Geology, Mrs. D. C. Marak
unfurled the National Flag to the tune of the National Anthem
and took the salute at an impressive March Past by the
parade contingent at the Govt. Upper Primary School
playground. The other programmes organised to mark the
occasion included a cultural show , fruits and eggs
distribution atthe CHC , games and sports for children and
a football match.

At Mawkyrwat Civil Sub- Division

The minister for Sports and Youth Affairs, Mr. Paul
Lyngdoh hoisted the National flag and took the Rashtriya
salute of the parade contingents at Maharam Secondary
School Playground. As part of the celebration sports for

children and women was held. The minister gave away the
prizes to the participants in various disciplines.
At Ampati Civil Sub Division

Minister for Health, Mr. Sayeedullah Nongrum unfurled
the Tricolour before the impressive crowd and took the
Rashtriya salute. The highlights of the day were a musical
concert by a popular band of Garo Hills “Rip Rap”, cultural
programme, distribution of sweets and sports events for
children.

At Khliehriat Civil Sub-Division

The Minister of State incharge Border Area
Development, Mr. Nehlang Lyngdoh took the Rashtriya
salute of the marching contingents consisting of Police
personnel and school students. As part of the celebration,
tableaux were presented by the DIPR, PHE, Soil
Conservation and C & RD Saipung Block. A sports marathon
was also organised to mark this momentous occasion.
At Mairang Civil Sub-Division

Meghalaya Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. B. Nongsiej
unfurled the Tricolour and took the Rashtriya salute of the
marching contingent at Madan Tirot. A sports marathon
was held on the day to mark the occasion. The prizes of
the winners were given away by the Chief Guest.

At Dadengiri Civil Sub Division

Meghalaya Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Francis
Pondit R. Sangma unfurled the Tricolour and addressed
the gathering at Dadengiri Playground. An impressive March
Past, cultural programmes and sports were the highlight of
the celebration.

At Amlarem Civil Sub Division

Chairman of Meghalaya Resource and Employment
Generation Council, Mr. S. Mulieh unfurled the Tricolour
and took the salute of the parade at Amlarem L. P. School
Playground. Other highlights included sports and games
and cultural items.
At Sohra Civil Sub Division

Meghalaya Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Boldness .L.
Nongum unfurled the national flag to the tune of the National
Anthem and took the Rashtriya salute at Pynshad Khurai
playground. The day’s highlights included cultural
programmes, distribution of sweets to the children,
distribution of food packages to the patients of NRM
Hospital and St. John’s Orphanage Home and sports and
games.

At Mawshynrut Administrative Unit

Meghalaya Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Lambor
Malngiang hoisted the Tricolour and took the Rashtriya
salute to the National Anthem at Riangdo Sports Complex
playground. The other highlights of the day included sports
and games.

At Rongram Development Block West Garo Hills

Mrs. M. T. Sangma, Block Development Officer hoisted
the National Flag. A race for the Nokmas and Laskars of
the Block and sports for children was held on the day.
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After 16 long years of a hard fought struggle, the
long cherished aspirations of the hills people of Meghalaya
bore fruit, when the then late Prime Minister of Smti. Indira
Gandhiinaugurated the full-fledged state of Meghalaya on
Janaury 21, 1972 at Polo Grounds, Shillong. Since that
auspicious moment, Meghalayans have been celebrating
this day as Meghalaya Day.

To commemorate this historical moment, the 33rd
Meghalaya Day was observed with pomp and grandeur in
the State. In the State capital Shillong, the celebration was
marked with a four day extravaganza, which highlighted a
number of events showcasing the myriad attributes
encompassing the uniqueness that is Meghalaya.

Inaugurated by the Governor of Meghalaya, Shri.
M. M. Jacob, in the presence of the Meghalaya Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, Shri. J. D. Rymbai, dignitaries and
the general public, the highlight of the function was the
presentation of the Meghalaya Day Awards 2005. This year
the Awards were given only for two categories - literature
and social services. The Award presented by the Governor
carried a cash prize of Rs. 50,000 and a citation. The U
Tirot Sing Award for literary works was presented to Prof.
[.M.Simon while the Pa Togan N. Sangma Award was
presented to Ms. Theilin Phanbuh. The Meghalaya Day
Excellence Awards, which carried a cash prize of Rs. 10,000
and a citation, were presented to fifteen State Government
employees. The Meghalaya Governor Police Awards were
also announced on the occasion.

An Ethnic Fashion Show, displaying designs by
upcoming designers Duncan Kharmon, Angeline Niangty
and Josna Kurbah was held on January 22. The show was
organized by the Directorate of Information & Public Relations
and hosted by the Fashion Society Shillong. Songs rendered
by Revel Souls, Nicholas Dunn, Na La Rympei (Voices)
and a karate demonstration by the members of the All
Meghalaya Karate Do Association added flavour to the show.

Music and tradition has always been part and parcel
of the life of the people inhabiting picturesque Meghalaya
and for the first time ever, traditional musicians got together
with popular rock groups like the Mermaids and the
Soulmates in an evening of harmony titled, “Ka Miet Ki Sur

Nylla” at the State Central Library Shillong on January 23"
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Organized by the Meghalaya Tourism Department, the
traditional musical evening brought some of the best in the
music scene under one roof.

The evening was not all about music and songs,
as traditional dances like the Shad Pastieh and Shad
Pliang, put together by a troupe from Nartiang, Jaifitia Hills
was presented by the HTCWO. For the musicians
representing different groups from as far as Mawsynram,
Jaifitia Hills and Garo Hills the event was a perfect platform
to showcase their talents. The highlight of the evening was
the much talked about “/Indigenous Musical Orchestra” put
together by the Pynter Group of Pynursla and a Flute
Recitation session with Shantineketan returned Benedict
Hynfiewta.

In conjunction with the celebration, a State level
exhibition, a photo and a painting competition were also
held. The State level exhibition was participated by Central
and State Government Departments as well as NGOs and
entrepreneurs. The Photo Competition was organized by
the Directorate of Information and Public Relations, on the
theme “Rural Life In Meghalaya” and “Faces”, while the
Painting Competition, organized by the Directorate of Arts
and Culture, was held on the theme “Showcasing the Cultural
Heritage of Meghalaya” “Landmarks of Meghalaya” and
“Flora and Fauna’.

Elsewhere in the State, Meghalaya Day was
celebrated with great fanfare in Garo Hills as well as in the
sub-divisions of Ampati and Dadenggre. State Government
offices in the District were illuminated as part of the grand
occasion. At the Statehood day celebration at the District
Auditorium, Tura, three prominent citizens of Tura, |.K.
Sangma, Lindrid D. Shiraand J.S. Lao were honoured with
the Meghalaya Day Awards by the District Administration
for their outstanding contribution to the society. They were
presented with the cash of Rs. 10,000 each along with a
citation and a memento. Another unique feature of the 33
Meghalaya Day celebration at Tura was the colourful street
painting near the Children’s Home Hawakhana, rendered
by professional artists from Bangladesh, Ms. Rokshana
Akther Banu and Ms. Boksai Chisim who worked through
the night to complete the art work.
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WILLIAMSON SANGMA MUSEUM

Like many cultures across the globe, the hills
people of Meghalaya have a history steeped in rich
cultural and traditional roots. In an effort to preserve,
protect and conserve the kaleidoscopic legacy of the
Khasis, the Jaintias and the Garos, the State Museum
was established in 1975. Located in the heart of the
city, the Williamson Sangma Museum is the only
Museum, which signifies the national identity and
cultural heritage of the State of Meghalaya. The
Museum which was named after the first Chief Minister
of Meghalaya, Captain Williamson Sangma was
established as a small gallery in the Legislative
Assembly building and then shifted to the premises of
State Central Library in 1976. The first block of the
Museum building was constructed in 1984-85, while
block two was constructed in 1992-93.

Keeping up with the changing tides of time,
initiatives were taken to further modernize and develop
the existing Museum. The endeavour began to bear
fruit when representatives of Victoria Memorial Hall,
Kolkata came forward to financially assist this bid in
the year 2001-2002. In addition to improving the
presentation of the exhibits, two new galleries, the
Painting Gallery and the Musical Gallery were
introduced. This modernization scheme was given a
fillip in the year 2003, when the Indian Museum pledged
further financial assistance to the Museum. Under this
project, the entrance and reception area of the
Museum were developed. New galleries depicting
economic or agricultural activities, flora of Meghalaya,
cane and bamboo work, rural market scenes, war and
weaponry, basketry, handicrafts and traditional sports
were also introduced. Other added attractions were
the Art and Craft Gallery and the Ethnographic Gallery.
With a collection of more than 2500 exhibits, the
Williamson Sangma depicts the life and culture of the

people of the State and showcases the rich cultural
heritage of the Khasis, the Jaintias and the Garos in
all its glory.

The Museum was formally inaugurated by the
Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. D D Lapang on December
16, 2004 - Courtesy : Julius L.R. Marak, Museologist.

DON BOSCO CENTRE FOR INDIGENOUS
CULTURES (DBCIC)

An imposing structure, dominating the Shillong
skyline is the Don Bosco Centre For Indigenous
Cultures (DBCIC), reputed to be the largest
anthropological museum in Asia. Dedicated to the
preservation and presentation of tribal artifacts,
promotion of study, research and publication on
indigenous/tribal people and on issues concerning with
cultures, DBCIC boosts of ten breathtaking galleries,
showcasing the cultural artifacts belonging to the
people of the North East, arranged thematically. Known
as the “Paradise of Anthropologists” the DBCIC is run
by the Catholic Missionaries.

Upon stepping through the arch entrance of
the Centre, one is treated to an imposing display in
the Introductory Gallery showcasing the geographical
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position of North East India, the cultural profile of the
different indigenous tribes, their physiognomy and the
flora and fauna of the area.

The Pre-Historic Gallery depicts the bio-cultural
evolution of man through the different stages, which is
the mirror of the pre-historic past of humankind. The
Land and Peoples Gallery by means of large black and
white and coloured photographs introduces the visitors
the tropical richness of the region. From among the
various occupations, fishing, hunting and gathering are
highlighted in the fourth gallery. The display of
instruments used for hunting is another attraction, the
baskets used for gathering the fruits of people’s
agricultural labour too are of many kinds.

In the Agricultural Gallery one will find the three
types of the cultivation of the tribal people of the North
Eastern States-the wet cultivation, the jhum cultivation
and terrace cultivation and also the different
agricultural implements of varying size and shape for
cultivation. The sixth gallery or the Basketry Gallery
has a two-module gallery furnished with three types
of houses with a courtyard, each depicting the
traditional system of making baskets.

The tribal people are found singing and
dancing in the Musical Gallery. There are bamboo and
string instruments used by the different types of
musicians of the North Eastern State. In the past
decades the tribes of the North Eastern India lived in
isolation, cut off from one another. Raids and fights

for survival were not uncommon. Each tribe developed
its own weapons both for defence as well as for
offence, the Weapons Gallery displays these
traditional weapons used by the different tribes.

The Traditional Technology Gallery depicts the
economic life of the people of the North East who
depended primarily on traditional technology for their
very existence. The industries shown in this gallery
are pottery, wine making, basketry, blacksmithy,
goldsmithy, weaving, wood carving and leather works.
Adjacent to this gallery is the Housing Gallery and Art
Gallery which showcases the different types of houses
and arts of the different North Eastern States including
Sikkim.

Through the Media and Culture Gallery, the
DBCIC aims at showcasing the unique cultures of the
north east through visual presentation. The gallery
also traces the history of the life and work of Christ
and Churches in the world with special reference to
the North East.

Staying true to its roots, research,
documentation, publication, discourse through
seminars etc are also encouraged in the Centre.

With one gallery topping the other, one looses
sense of space and time while wandering through the
Museum. Having witnessed first hand the breathtaking
beauty of the Museum , it is safe to say that a visit to
Shillong is incomplete without a visit to the Don Bosco
Centre For Indigenous Cultures.

Courtesy : DBCIC
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£C0 PARK

The splendour of Sohra is legendary. Its scenic beauty,
majestic waterfalls and labyrinth cave system makes Sohra
one of the most visited tourist destination in the State. In
an effort to a give a further fillip to the tourism sector in the
region and at the same time spread the message on the
importance of environmental protection and reservation, an
Ecological Development Park has been set up at Mawsmai,
Nongthymmai Elaka.

Developed under the Sampoorna Grameen Rozagar
Yojana (SGRY) 2002-2003, through the District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA), East Khasi Hills as the Nodal
Agency, the first phase of the project was implemented on
April 2002. With the cooperation of a number of Government
Departments, such as Forest, PWD, Soil and Water
Conservation, the first stage of infrastructural work such as
fencing of 5 hectares of Sacred Grove, development of
approach road, construction of water harvesting structures
and check dams were carried out. Atree planting programme
was also held in 2003 and 2004 involving the local people
and students from Mawsmai, Kut Madan, Laitiam and
Sohra. The services of NGO'’s like the Kyntiew Shaphrang
Social Organisation (KSSO) were sought for provision of
trekking facilities from the Park to the village of Laitiam.

AFILLIP TO
TOURISM IN THE STATE

With the
completion
of the first
phase,
plans are
ahead to
develop the -
second and third phase of the project, which will include
construction of restaurants, rest houses, developing
floriculture activities in the area and also provision of
ropeway facilities.

The Eco-Park which was inaugurated on December
18, 2004 is spread over an area of 14 hectares and has 5
hectares of Sacred Grove, three water harvesting structures,
afforestation space, shopping centre with 5 shops, children
play space, picnic huts waterfalls, viewpoints, monoliths,
trekking routes etc.

With positive public responses to the Park, it is hoped
that the direct and ancillary employment generated through
the Park will along way in uplifting the social and economic
conditions of the local residents.

Courtesy : DRDA

SPRING OF HOPE APARTMENTS BECOMES A REALITY ___ O=

December 4, 2004 saw the realization of the hopes
and aspiration of many Meghalayans when the Meghalaya
Minister for General Administration Department, MrH D R
Lyngdoh, inaugurated the Vellore Meghalaya House named
“Spring of Hope Apartments” situated in Rangapuram village
under Satuvachari Panchayat about 5 Kms from Christian
Medical College, Vellore, Tamil Nadu. The Minister was
accompanied by Meghalaya Chief Secretary, Mr P.J.
Bazeley and the OSD, GAD, Mr. Aldous Mawlong.

The idea for the Meghalaya House, Vellore
catapulted from the every increasing demand for shelter
and hospitality by Meghalayans visiting Vellore for a number
of reasons, the foremost being medical treatment. The
process of setting the State House in Vellore began in the
year 2000
when the Tamil
Nadu Housing
Board (TNHB),
Vellore Unit
offered flats
comprising of
ten High
##| Income Group
f houses to the

Government of Meghalaya. The flats were then procured
following the Cabinet’s approval.

In the year 2003, a team consisting of the Meghalaya
Minister for General Administration Department, Mr. H.D.R.
Lyngdoh, the then Meghalaya Minister, PWD Mr. Boldness
Nongum, accompanied by the Deputy Secretary, General
Administration Department, Government of Meghalaya,
SDO, PWD (B), Kolkata, officials of the Revenue
Department of the Vellore Collectorate and the TNHB
inspected the apartments. Following the inspection,
necessary infrastructural works were carried out.

Observing that the number of medical cases
referred by the Health Department of the State to the
Christian Medical College, Vellore has increased
considerably, it was felt that the commissioning of the
Apartments, each of which is equipped with four rooms
with a provision for a kitchen and an attached bathroom,
will go a long way in providing clean and economical
accommodation for the patients and their attendants.

With the aim of providing the best facilities possible
to the people, the State House is also provided with a Tata
Sumo vehicle, which will play a vital role in easing the
transportation problems and additional services such as
aid in booking of train tickets and flight tickets will also be
made available besides other facilities.
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MEQRALAY

AT THE NORTHEAST

Wirth the of aim of shoacasing Megnalaya’s
potentdal to tre rest of tre country ad trevorid allike,
the Govermment of Meghalaya took part in the
Northesst Track Bqoo 2006, held at the Pragati Maicen,
New Delhi from March 7-14, 2006. Organized on the
theme “Exotic leaves of the Northeast”, by the
Ministry of Development of North Easterm Region,
Goverment of India in ool laboration with the India
Trace Pravotion Orgenisation (ITRO), the Tradke Fair
savtre actave participataion of all the saen states of
treNorthesst.

hdigdlay at tre Fairvere equisite traditia el
herdiaaft, acoessries, neds, saollsad iars, elegpt
handloom and weaves, designer barmboo and cane
ware, aramatic herbs and spices, organic food,
hortaauktural products ard cellicias Qulsire.

The State of Meghalaya saw representation
fran the Industriies Department, Tourism Departmentt,

BAGS 2~ PRIZE

TRADE EXPO 2005

MIDC, TS -
Infomatian
ad Public
Relations,
Agrniautture
a n d
Hrtiature
Departrent,
Serialtue [
a n d ; : -
Weaving, Meghalaya Khedi and Villages Industries
Board, Meghalaya Apex Handloom and Handiicrafits Co-
o Production Ltd ad private entrepranaurs.

At the end of the 8 day long extravaganza,
Meghallaya wes anarded the 2™ prize for Best Display
ad Decoration and a special comendation wes also
anarded for the Most Commercially Pramising ProdLct
range for the “Sooge Gourd” or ““Sahpran’”.

AN AN AN

(3 INTERNATIONAL SHILLONG TRADE FAIR

Since it was first held, the International Shillong
Trade Fair has become a much anticipated event. With
participation growing every year, this year the 6" International
Shillong Trade Fair, organized by the Industries and Trade
Fair Association of Assam and supported by the Directorate
of Information and Public Relations (DIPR), Government of
Meghalaya, was held from March 16 to March 27 at the
Fire Brigade Ground, Shillong.

Inaugurated
by the
Meghalaya
Minister for
Sports and
Youth Affairs,
Mr. Paul
Lyngdoh, in
the presence
of local MLA,

Mr. R.G. Lyngdoh, the Fair saw the participation of foreign
countries like Turkey, Vietnam, Myanmar, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Thailand. Also showcasing their
prowess were a number of local entrepreneurs. An array of
products ranging from marble goods, crystals, furniture,
garments, leather items, carpets, to jewellery, set on display
enticed shoppers from all walks of life. A stall was also set
up by the DIPR wherein colorful monographs depicting the
people, places of interest, dances and festivals of
Meghalaya, flora and fauna and places of interest were on
sale. Other Government departments participating in the
Fair were the Agriculture Department, Census and Tourism
Department. At the end of the two week fan-fair, prizes were
distributed to different stalls in different categories.

While enjoyed for its entertainment value, the Fair
is also an occasion where the talents of local entrepreneurs
are exposed for everyone to see and celebrate. In this way,
the Fair is a platform for exchanging of ideas and fostering
of trade relations with neighboring States and countries.
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Inaneelary actaion trat other vil leges may
emulate, Okkapara Songgitcham under Gambegre
Davelgoment Block of West Garo Hillls hes kept alive
tre pristire alture ad traditian of tre Garcs, ttetare
fast disgpearing with the advent of modemiization.
Local ly knoan as Okkabra and nestlled on the lavhilll
slqes, itisatypicl slepy little Garohanlet anplete
witha tradiriaal Nogente or abedrelors” domintory,
alo-ragoratreetoseadavillagecurt gt intte
atrecftrevillae.

The replacarent of a new roof (nokking ping)
over this more then 35 year old Nokpante took place
with great tradirical fervour andmerry-nekarg, alag
withseveral otrer tradirticral Garo ritLells. Tonark this
nokking pina.and ti lta songa (@ two-pronged post an
vhichaarimiral, after beirg tried inttevillagp ot is
tied to ad whipped with a thomy cactus-like plant)
cerenony ad allso to encourage the villlagers to keep
treir traditias alive, the Blodk Davelgoment Offacer,
Gambegre Block, Mr. W.D. Sangma and Border Area
Develoament Officer, West Garo Hillls, Ms. GumeR.
Varak jointly orgenizad the cay-lag programe wherelin
meny tradirtional practices of the Garos were enected
by tre villegers themsehves infrant of a large runber of
visitors, both local and forelign, adnediaparsos.

The organizers willl also be bringing aut a
documenttary fram the city”s programe with an aim
toeqoe ad proote the age-old aulture ad traditaias
of the Garos to the outside world, for which aFillm
Director of UNDP, Ms. Marie Ange Sylvain, was
especial ly invited to attend the ceremony. Shewas
accompanied by BBC Coordinator fram Bangladesh
Ms. Noksai Chisimand Ms. Tuhin, a Pastor also fran
Bargladesh.

Before the Nokkingina ceremony, the Nokma
ar trevillege dnieftain ssathicd acov infrattof the
reMy erected TiHa. This cow is later aut into pieces,

aoded and enjoyed by tre entire village. Trebedrelars
of the village begin reoving the old thatch fran the
roof 1o be replaced by the new ane, while the women-
folk assist than In carrying the sheaves of bartoo-
leaes arva- jak. As per the Garo tradriaral law, girds
are strictly prchibited fronetterirg aNdqeente ad if
atall teyhae toget in, treyney do soanly franthe
rear door and rot thrauch tte mainentrance. Hrany girdl
is foud violating this law they have to pay aheawy
fie

Mentionable, this Nokpante in Okkapara
Sopitdan is the anlly reraining structure of the kird
ke ford inthispart of GaroHills. Qreof tte villege
elders infamed that thishouse hed stoad inthis villege
as far as he could rementer.

The nokking-pina ceremony wes follloned by
other rituals and Wargalla danoe acoorpeniied by mermy~
meking and feasting. In the course of the day-lag
programme, the villagers of Ckgpara Soggitdham in
treir full trediticel attireeectad the joumey of thelr
ancestors fran Tibet to Garo Hills led by treir leecer
Jga - Hllina. Trey also aected the tradiitiaal Garo
marriage called do-sia ad do-bik nia besides other
ceraronies relatsd with narriage. Towand up the cay-
lag programe, the orgenizers also held aconcert in
whichsirgers of local rgute kept tre chilldren ard youth
of trevillage n treir toess for st part of treeveniig.

Althouch thiss is the first huble attenpt nede
by the Gambegre BDO and BADO to encourage and
provote tradirtional Garo practices, the programe
proved 1o be a suooessful ae. They hope tonelke such
programe an avual affair after revarping the old
traditional houses of Old<para Soggitdhem.
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PERSONALITY

ATE

GDream

Saddled wirth big dreams and a never say
dieattitucke, MardrillaVarbeniag left the safety
and seaurity of her parents hare inShilllag for

tre hustle ad bustle of Kollkota, topura e her
desire to travel the skies. Belaging toa
mictlle dlassKresi family, Mardrlla’s §

began in the year 2001, following her
graduation from Raid Laban College at
Shillog. Alledwithalbuming desire torde
arare for hersehfbutwath Irttle idsaonhow
to achieve her goal, she todk her first step
tonards firencial indgpendence by becoming
asdool teader. Se thenventonto leam
aonputers and in order to pay for the course
she tok to tutoring. Not quinte satisfiedwith
tre directilndeves tekirg, Mardrillatok her
firstseriasstep iInpurauitofher dreanby kg
a Basic Cabin Crew Training course fran the
Frankl in Management Consultant. Although
Merdrnillagrad ated with flying colaurs, deves
ueble to take advantage of the corse as Se

nenspapers for job vacancies and goplying to
various call centres and companies. A
breakthrough came when she was offered a part
time job at the Convergence Contact Centre.

Havingworked there for amonth, her life took
aother tumwhen srewes offered a jdb at tre
Cheroi Alrport Serviass at Kollkata.. Working
12 harsaday, oftendurirg late night shirfts,
Merorillakept to hervark diligantly, vhileat
the sare tine kept tradk of vecarcies inthe
Airlines. Folloving 1dmonths of harroving
vwork, her dedication faral ly paid offwhense
wes selected for Air Sdhara. That acoording
to Mandrilla was one of the ““proudest
nmorets’ of her life. Tacay Marilla isaprad
merber of the cabin crew for Air Sahara.
Attributing her suocess to God’s grace inher
life ad her parents” unrelenting Support,
Marorilla feels that her joumey hes justbegn

ad e hes miles to oo before e slegs.

Through dint of hardwork, courage ad self

ves usLal ly intinated a day or two before the belief, Mardrillaves able to achieve vhat nost

relating interviaens, whidhvere aod.cted ertter yaugsters livirg insall tors like Sillag anly
inkolkataad Delhi . AFrustrated yet rot beaten in dreemof achieving. HFevery youg person takes
spirtt, Madrillatock e decision toroe Dolkata. 3 leaf fronMerdrilla’s bokk ard dare, rotanlly to dreem
Armed with her parents” blessngs_, Ii/emi’llla_bra)ad but also pursLe that dresm, perheps they ceanall fird
herself toneet the dallenges of livilgalae inarew e splutiion to the problem of unenployment facing
city. Once there, her day woulld begin wirth scaming the State tochy.

SNl

The Zeaf/a@e/amaﬂ%}on fa/b ﬁoooé’ worle Tommorow 1270 do
goo% worl Toa[wy_.
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The annual Indio International Trade Fair "IITF"isa much-anticipated
event. Since itfirstbegan in the year 1979, the tair hastoken a mammoth
scale and size. with participation from within the country and abroad
growing each year. With exhibits from across the globe. the Fair has
become the pertect platform for Indio to showcase her potential to the
world and vice versa.

Like the years before Megholoyo too participated in the JTF 2004
held at the Progodl Moidon, New Delhi. Besides the Department of
Information and Public Relations. Tourism. Sericulture and Weaving.
Agriculture, Mineral Resources, Forest, Industries. Science and
Technology, MECOFED, aitogether fifteen entrepreneurs from difterent
parts of the State participated in the Fair. Products on sale were
processed fruit products, handloom and hondlcrott materials, honey,
turmeric, covleot, dry fiowers, broomsticks, tea, cashew nut and
decorative items. This year, highlight of LT. related activities with Internet
connection and presentation on the State through N.I.C, Meghalaya
State Centre has been provided in the Meghalaya Pavilion at the Indio
International Trade Fair (ITF) - 2004 held at the Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi was declared open by the Resident Commissioner Government ot
Meghaiaya, New Delhi, Mr S. Mendiratta, in the presence of the
Commissioner and Secretory, Trade, Mr P.K Sivastava, Secretory,
Industries, Mr P. Jain, the Director of Information & Public Relations, Mr. A.
Mawlong and the Directar ot Tourism, Mr H.M. Shangpliang among
others. The front facio of the Pavilion located in Hall NO.16 at Pragafi
Maidan, New Delhi depicted the various facets of Agriculture and
Information Technology, which is the prescribed theme for the Fair this
year, and tourist spots of the State. In the display section. land and its
scenic gplendour, people, their living life style and cultural pattern, forest,
mineral products, horticultural and cosh crops, Science and Technology
activities and Information Technology infrastructures created in the State
have been show cased through backlit vinyl scrollers and rotating
translide. The diorama created in the Pavilion prominently displays the
indigenous fruit of Meghalaya, Sohiong.

In recognition of the creative display, the State Government was
presented a Silver Award in the North Eastern States category for best
display, decoration of the Pavilion and also tor the maintenance of
discipline by the officers. staff and participating entrepreneurs.
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