





























NEWSREEL

Meghalaya Education Task Force in its meeting held at the Chief
Minister's chamber on October 14, 2009
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Meghalaya Deputy Chief Minister, Mr. Bindo Lanong lighting the lamp to

mark the inauguration of the seminar on Archery held on October 20, 09
at Sankardev College

-

Delegates of the North East DGP's Conference held on October 31,
2009 along with the Governor of Meghalaya at the Raj Bhavan, Shillong

Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. D D Lapang handing over the laptop to
one of the meritorious student at U Soso Tham Auditorium on July 1
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the Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (IIE) an
organization under the Mimistry of Micro Small &
Medium Enterprises MSME, Government of India
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great potential to be converted to an Ern1 Hub of
Meghalaya. So far it has formed 25 Self Help
Groups and has been successful in providing
financial linkages to these SHGs.

Cluster was formally launched on 11th September,

[IE has also formed a Cluster Development
Coordination  Group (CDCG)  under  the
chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner, Ri- Bhoi
who will closely monitor the cluster activities and
will also act as an advisory body to the cluster.

2009 by Chiet Minister, Meghalaya, Dr. DD
[Lapang. The project 1s sponsored by the office of
Development Commissioner, MSME., Govt of India
for the Soft intervention

In this Cluster development programme,
various interventions in the form of providing
handholding supports to the indigenous artisans,
setting up a Common Facility Centre, Workshed,
Financial Linkages, Product diversification through
Designers’ intervention, Market Linkages, skill up
gradation and Training Programmes for the Eri
Cultivators etc will be made as deemed required.

Umden Eri silk cluster 1s one of the 24 clusters
under the Regional Resources Centre on Cluster
Development, [IE. The unique characteristic of this
cluster which makes 1t different from the rest 1s the
availability of skilled artisans and age old traditional
methods of weaving and natural dyeing.
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[IE through 1ts Regional Resource Centre on
Cluster Development has plunged into Cluster
Development 1n a big way since the last two years.
The Institute has 24 clusters throughout the eight
states of North East. In Meghalaya, the Institute
identified an Ert Silk Cluster in Umden which has

Special training on Bokashi Piggery

Forty members belonging to Cooperative Societies of East Khasit Hills, West Khasi Hills, Jaintia Hills and
Ri1 Bhoi District took part in the two day special training on Bokashi Piggery organized by the office of the
Registrar of Cooperative Societies, Meghalaya, Shillong in collaboration with Bethany Society, Shillong on
October 30 and 31, 2009. The training programme was 1naugurated by the Registrar of Cooperative Societies,
Meghalaya, Mr. F R Kharkongor.

[t may be mentioned that Bokashi 1s a revolutionary and breakthrough technique aimed at bringing about
qualitative improvement in the piggery sector. ‘Bokashi’ 1s actually a Japanese word meaning ‘fermented organic
matter’, which uses IMO to promote growth and management of healthy pigs. Benefits of IMO includes
suppressing of offensive smell of manure, prevention of thes in the pen, reduction ot fatty layers under the skin
leading to production of robust pigs which do not need inoculation of antibiotics and which also results 1n
improvement of digestive system amongst pigs.

In his naugural speech, Mr. Kharkongor e¢xplained about the immense qualitative benefits of Piggery
Farming through Bokashi technology. He emphasized that with this technology, the pigs will be healthier and
robust, where mimmimum weight would go up to 80 kgs in a pertod of merely 8 months compared with the
traditional method which takes about a year. He further explained about the need to adopt proper construction
techniques for the Pig shed. where control of moisture, proper feeding, proper management of tloor and air
circulation 1s vital so as to cnsurc an odorless environment for healthy pigs to breed.

Mr. Kharkongor encouraged the members of the Cooperative Societies to adopt the Bokashi technology 1n
the fields of pig rearing and hoped that the training would pave the way for setting up of demonstration centre n
the 4 districts.

Amongst those who spoke were Mr. C Noronha, Director Bethany Society, otficials of Cooperative
Department. resource persons who have been trained in Japan and officials ot the Veterinary Department. A field
visit was also organized at Sacred Heart, Mawlai to enable the participants to gain a first hand insight into the

implementation ot Bokashi Technology.




US ASTRONAUT

Nolcd US Astronaut Edward Michael Fincke
was on a two day visit to the State capital on
September 8 and 9. 09. Fincke who 1s married to an

Assamese American, Renita, an engimeer with

NASA. was here on invitaton from the Friends ot

Assam and Seven Sisters, a non-governmental
organization.
Michael Fincke was the commander ot

Expedition 18 which was launched from the

Batkonur Cosmodrome. Kazakhstan on board the
Soyuz TMA -13 spacecratt on October 12, 2008.
Fincke was in space for 365 days, 21 hours and 32
minutes. As the International Space Station (ISS)
Commander, Fincke and his three member crew

helped prepare the station for a future 6 person-crew

During his maiden wvisit, Fincke met the
Meghalava Chiet Minmister Dr. D. D. Lapang and
some of his cabinet colleagues on his office chamber
on September 7. The t ollowing day. Fincke met the
Governor, Mr. R. S. Mooshahary at Ra) Bhavan and
also visited St. Anthony's College. where a formal
programme was organized to welcome hium. Mrs
Ampareen Lyngdoh., Education Mimister, senior
covernment officials and over 1000 students from
difterent schools and colleges of the city were also

present on the occasion.
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VISITS THE STATE

Addressing the gathering, Fincke said that he

was enthusiastic about breaking new barriers in the
field of space science. Describing the North East as
one of the most enchanting places on earth, he said
the North East was seen as a patch of green from the
[SS. Expressing high regards tor Indian astronauts
like (late) Kalpana Chawla. Sunita Williams and
Rakesh Sharma, the NASA Astronaut said Indian
Space Research Organization (ISRO) was a pride of
India as NASA was to the USA.

Reterring to Indian’s maiden moon mission
Chandrayaan 1. Fincke said that the mission should
not be looked upon as a fatlure. “Investment in space
research 1s not a wastetul expenditure 1t vou look at
the tuture returns . Citing the example of Russia.
Fincke saird that the country is already getting
returns from space research mnvestment giving the

example of space tourism.

Stating that the mind 1s the only natural resource
that man possesses. Fincke urged upon the people ot
North East to use therr minds constantly for the

betterment of mankind.

On the occasion. Fincke also held an interactive
session wherein he answered questions relating to

his moon mission and space science.




Bust of
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Unveiled

A bust of Rev James Roy, credited with drafting
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India was
unveiled on the KHADC premises on September 11,
2009, 50 years after his death.

The bust was unveiled by KHADC Chief
Mansturdy Nongrem in the presence of veteran State
leaders, including Hoping Stone Lyngdoh and P R
Kyndiah besides former MP Jurlie E Taraing, former
and present MDC's and other dignitaries.

The granite bust of the late leader was made n
Orissa at the cost of Rs. 4 lakhs.

Commemorative Stamp
On Rev Roy Released

The Postal Department released a
commemorative stamp on Late Rev James
Joy Mohan Roy, at the U Soso Tham
auditorium, Shillong on June 12, 2009. The
commemorative stamp honouring Late Rev
Roy was released by Meghalaya Chief
Minister, Dr. D. D. Lapang. Rev Nichols
Roy 1s the third personality from Meghalaya
to have a postage stamp released in his name
after freedom fighters U Tirot Sing and U
Kiang Nangbah.

Rev Nichols Roy

\

Born on June 12, 1884 at Mawsyiarwait, Shella
confederacy, Late Rev Nichols Roy 1s remembered
as a polhitical leader who dedicated his life-time to
serving the cause of the tribal people in all spheres
of human activities and who was a friend of the
poor, a great patriot and a God-fearing man.

“Rev Nichols Roy was a true nationalist, a
compassionate leader and missionary. With his
vision, the Sixth Schedule was framed to safeguard
and give special status to indigenous tribes of the
Northeast through autonomous district councils,”
Mr Kyndiah fomer Union tribal Affairs Minaister
and a close associate of Rev Nichols Roy, said
while addressing the function.

Mr. Kyndiah recalled the contribution of Rev
Nichols towards the hill state movement and his
opposition to the British Government’s move to
make Shillong the capital of East Pakistan during
the Partition of India.

Mr. Nongrem, Leader of Opposition n
KHADC, Teinwell Dkhar, Rev B R Sohkhia from
Church of God and relatives of Rev Nichols threw
light on the life and achievement of the late leader
of the State. Rev Nichols Roy was the grandnephew
of freedom fighter U Tirot Sing and worked
together with B R Ambedkar to help draft the Sixth
Schedule as a member of the Constituent Assembly.

/

The 1st Rev. J J M Nichols Roy Memonal
Inter-College Debate Competition, organized by the
Shillong Commerce College was held on October
16, 09 at the college auditorium. 12 students from 6
city colleges participated to debate on the motion
“TV Network Channels Create Cultural Erosion
Which Is Harmful to Society™.

The Meghalaya Chief Secretary, Mr. Ranjan
Chatterjee, 1n his speech as the Chiet Guest, saic

that in this era of science and technology anc
globalization, the young gencration should not be
ignorant but instead they should keep tap of what 1s

happening around the world. Thus by watching

television with a degree of interest, one can keep
their faculties alert and improve their ability to judge
what 1s right and wrong. Reiterating the nced for
convergence of positive thoughts to help the State

move forward in the right direction, he called upon
the youth to deliberate on tssues that will enrich the
State.

After a hard fought battle of wit and excellent
speeches both from the Treasury and Opposition
Bench, the Ist J J M Nichols Roy Memonal
Inter-College Debate Trophy was bagged by St.
Mary's College represented by Jenny Laldinthari
Caroline Tage. St. Anthony’s College
represented by Edelbert Jyrwa and Priyanku K
Sarma was declared Runners-up. The trophy for
Best Speakers went to Eboton Kharkongor of
Shillong Commerce College and Caroline Tage of
St. Mary’s College who bagged the Ist and 2nd
prize respectively. The trophy for the Most
Humourous Speaker went to Eboton Kharkongor of
Shillong Commerce College. N
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India’s fast growing health care sector known
for its state-of-the-art medicare facilities and highly
qualified doctors and medical professionals
conversant with the latest in the surgical procedures
and treatment regimen, 1s quietly and efficiently

gearing to replicate the Indian success story in the I'l

sector. As projected now the medical tourism 1n
India that has for long exported successtul doctors
and nurses, 1s lasted to become USS3billion
enterprise by 2012.

One of the largest service sectors of the Indian
economy, the well endowed Indian medicare set up

employing around 4 milhion pcople has turn India
into a major destination for global health tourists on
the look out for a cost effective and etticacious
treatment.

As envisaged now, the health
medical tourism which 1s expected to grow at the
rate of 30 per cent per year has all the necessary
ingredients to become the sunrise sector of the
Indian cconomy. Though right at the moment, India
lags behind Thaitland, Singapore and Israel in terms
of the number of health tourists, with some finc
tuning mmproved coordination and better 1mage
building, India could very well emerge as the
health tourists In

numero-uno destination of

Asia-Pacific region.

Clearly and apparently, the concept of health
medica

=

tourism based on the collaboration of

services and tourism industry to provide cost

effective and timely medical treatment for the
foreigners who are either not 1n a position to attord
the stiff cost of treatment back home or cannot wait

in the long queue to get the kind of treatment they

Medical Tourism
India’s Growing Health Sector

tourism or

need, Similarly, patients who cannot get the
right type of treatment in their home
countries go to one of the countries offering
health care services to ‘foreign guests’ at an
affordable price.

As 1t 1s, the package of health care offered by the
corporate  hospitals 1n  India 1s substantially
inexpensive than those available in the developed
countries. Today more than 30 well equipped private
sector hospitals 1in India provide world class
treatment to health tourists at one third of the price
charged by hospitals in West Europe and North
America.

At the moment more than thirty hospitals n
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai, Kolkatta,
Kochi, Coimbatore and Thiruvananthapuram
provide high quality medical services to the health
tourists. A couple of years, a majority of those
availing the benefit of the Indian health care system
were patients from West Asia and African countries
along with the Non-Resident Indians from the USA
and the UK. However, now patients from the USA,
UK, New Zealand, Australia, Germany and Belgium
make a beeline to the Indian corporate hospitals for
the treatment at an affordable price.

Last year, the New Delhi Escorts Heart Institute
and Research Centre (EHIRC) treated around 1500
foreign patients and amajority of them were outside
the South Asia region. Similarly, New Delhi’s
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital which 1s counted
among the best
healthcare facilities 1n
the world, regularly
gets patients from the
USA, the UK and
Canda. In fact, the

satisfied customers are




the best publicity media for the Indian health care
service.

Because, cosmetic surgical procedures which
are not formally covered under the health insurance
scheme, many of medical travelers are flocking to
India for “plastic and reconstruction surgery’’.

The added attraction us that the cost of plastic
surgery 1n India 1s dirt cheap compared to the price
tag carried by such surgical procedures in the
western health establishments.

The most alluring feature of the Indian health
care package 1s that in distinct contrast to the other
health care tourism destinations, where the thrust 1s
on the physical well-being through surgeries and
medication, the orientation of the Indian health care
tourism industry 1s towards combining physical
wellness with rejuvenation therapies based on

The newly constructed building of the Riangdo
Community Health Centre (CHC) was 1naugurated
on October 28, 2009 by the Meghalaya Deputy
Chief incharge Health and Family Welfare, Dr.
Mukul Sangma. Among others present at the
inauguration were the Meghalaya Minister for
PWD, Mr. M M Danggo, Chairman of MIDC, Mr.
Rowell Lyngdoh, Parliamentary Secretary Mr. F P R
Sangma who is also the local MLA of Mawthengkut
constituency, Deputy Commissioner, West Khasi
Hills, District, Mr. M R Synrem, Superintendent of
Police, West Khasi Hills, Mr. M Kharkrang and
former MLA Mrs. M War. The 1nauguration
function was chaired by the Director of Health

Services (MCH & FW), Dr. A S Kynjing.

On this day, a Health Mela of the National Rural
Health Mission was also inaugurated by the Deputy
Chief Minister.

In his inaugural speech, Dr. Sangma said that
the policy of the Government was to ensure that

traditional ayurvedic system making for the holistic
treatment of both the mind and the body.

In fact, the South Indian state of Kerela has been
attracting high value medical tourists from the West
keen on trying Ayurvedic remedies for more than
one decade now. In fact Ayurvedic tourism brought
to Kerela Rs.6000 crores last year. A number of
tourist agencies based 1n West Asia regularly
organize trips to Ayurvedic destinations in Kerela
Tourism through chartered air services.

Meanwhile, the Government of India 1s
planning to set up a task force on medical tourism to
suggest ways and means to promote India as the
ultimate health care tourism destination.

health delivery system reaches the people in the
rural areas and therefore he stressed that this CHC
would be made fully functional for the benefit of the
people of Riangdo and its adjoining areas. Referring
to the objective of the National Rural Health
Mission of the Government of India, Dr. Sangma
underlined that this Health Mission aims to improve
health delivery system to the poor and the needy 1n
the rural areas.

He therefore, urged upon all the stakeholders to
come together and participate so as to make the
Mela a grand success. He also informed that a
universal health insurance programme for the BPL
families is in the offing adding that the Government
Is trying hard to ensure the affordable health
delivery system which would also bring an
improvement to the economy of the people living 1n
the rural areas.

Later, the Deputy Chief Minister also released
the EMRI vehicle.

« “——

[ o insure good health: eat lightly, breathe deeply, live moderately,
cultivate cheerfulness, and maintain an interest in life.

Wilhiam Londen




TEACHERS
Felicitated

[In commemoration of the birth anniversary of

noted philosopher. educationist and tormer
Prestdent  Dr.  Sarvepalli Radhaknishnan. the
Directorate ot Higher and Technical Education
observed Teachers” Day with much pomp and
grandeur at the Soso Tham Auditorium. Shillong on
September 5. 2009. Mrs. Ampareen l.vngdoh,
Minister of Education and Mr. Abdus Saleh.
Parliamentary Secretary. Elementary and Mass
Education graced the function as Chiet Guest and
Guest of Honour respectively.

In recognition of the ntluencing role that
teacher’'s play 1 the lhife of a student. nine
teachers were honoured with the State Award and
twenty others with District Award, on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, Mrs. Ampareen
[.yngdoh said the government 1s taking steps on
improving the quality ot education mn the State.
[Lauding the teaching community for the vital role
they play in moulding the youth nto better citizens.
Mrs Lyngdoh said without the active support and
participation of teachers. the full potential of this
great country cannot be realized.

The Minister urged upon the stake holders in
education. parents, teachers. students and members
of the community to actively participate and be
sensitized towards the 1ssue of quality improvement
in the education sector.

While rejecting the Planning Commuission’s data
that there are more than 80 per cent drop outs in the
State, Mrs. Lyngdoh said that NEHU has been
imstructed to conduct a survey by employing the
latest scientific tools and methods so as to enable to
ascertain the actual extent of the problem and to
arrive at an accurate and dependable figure.

The State awardees who were felicitated on the
day included Bertha Dkhar, Principal of Jyoti Sroat
School. Kaber1 Dutta ot St. Mary’s HSS. Shillong.
Pratap Singh Bhattacharjee of Tirot Sing Memorial
HSS. Nongkhlaw. Aiom
Government UPS.
Mynken UPS Bhoiryvmbong, Bethshida Ch. Momin

of Chrisuan Girls HSS Tura, Lonish R. Sangma of

Hawakana Government LLP School. Krish Ch Marak
of Rongsakre UPS. Rongsak and Nargish M
Sangma of Rangku Memonal Girls SS.

Pyngngad Bamon of
Jowai. Racheborn Myrboh of

————— — —

Meghalaya Government signs MoU With Microsoft

Meghalaya Government has signed an MoU with Microsoft to impart computer training to teachers and

students of the state.

Karan Bajwa, General Manager of the company said that as per the MoU, the IT giant would train
teachers at all levels in the State. Stating that initially 300 teachers would be imparted training he said that
the programme would also be 8 hours a day and 12 days in a month for the whole year.

“Basic knowledge of computers will be given to the teaching community who can use the same for

teaching and preparing school curriculum.” Mr. Bajwa said

For computer training students and teachers are coming to far off places of Meghalaya to Delhi. Once
this facility is available at their door steps they can utilisie the same without much difficulties,” he said

Microsoft entered India in 1990 and has since been working closely with the Government, IT industry,
academia and local developer community for ushering in some of the early successes in the realm of IT.

Increasingly Microsoft i1s becoming a key IT partner to the Indian government and the industry. Since
its advent, Microsoft has been supporting and fueling the growth of the local IT industry through various

programmes.
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Huge Cigarette Butt

A 30-foot-tall (9-meter-tall) cigarette
butt sits in the middle of Trafalgar Square.
The Keep Britain Tidy campaign, run by
the charity ENCAMS, installed
structure to remind citizens that cigarette
litter dirties 78 percent of streets in the
United Kingdom. The problem has
when
Britain's ban on smoking in public places
was put in place, campaign head Phil
Barton said on the ENCAMS Web site.

skyrocketed since July 2007,

World Longest Bridge

World's longest sea bridge from
Shanghai to industrial city Ningbo is open
now for traffic. It is a 36Km long bridge
on Hangzhou Bay and was built at the
cost of 500 million pound. The bridge was
built within a period of 5 years and it has
a projected life span of 100 years. Around
2000 vehicle passed on first day itself. It
will save 120 km of traveling.

Masterpiece-Replicas Out of Sliced
Salami

Creating art out of food is not always
easy, and if that food happens to be
sliced salami, well, we'd say you'd have
your work cut out for you. But someone
managed to create replicas of
masterpieces like The Mona Lisa, using
only different kinds of salami and
baloney, and it turned out pretty good
Food art is all about imagination, and this
food-artist has a very rich one, that's for
sure.

Ice Rain China

This is what happened after a
rain in southern China. The water
froze on the grass, leaves and
flowers encasing them in beautiful,
transparent ice.
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Simsang River originates from the

Nokrek Biosphere Reserve located 4
in the weste;\n part of Meghalaya.
The river flows through the East
Garo Hills (;;zd South Garo Hills

Districts. It
!
along the bank, where the Garos

has a vast plain land

made their last major resistance to

the British intrusion into Garo Hills,
during the year 1837. Other notable
attractions nearby on the banks of
this river include Sisobibra, Siju
Caves, Bagh'{nara, Ronrenggiri
Coalfield and Naphak Lake.
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